
how to describe characters 

A mini-guide to describing characters
including the do's and don'ts 
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No. 1 
Don't wait too long

 
Most readers like to have a mental image for the
characters when they read. now this means you

should not wait too long. It's really annoying
when you read a book and half way through the
character description is the complete opposite of

what you imagined 

 
Don't start off describing your characters

in the first sentence. You can describe
them slowly or all at once but find your

sweet spot. And remember don't wait too
long.   
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No. 2 

 
You want to provide an adequate description
of your character to your reader but you need
to give them only what's necessary. Readers do
have an imagination of their own and they can

fill in the blanks. Every single detail of your
character's appearance, you can keep to

yourself.

Don't describe everything

 
If you overdo it your reader will find themselves
skimming through the details and that is the last
thing you want. Just like with your plot tell your
reader only what they absolutely need to know.
Not every detail about your character's jawline. 
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If your character has red hair dont just
say so. It's not a complete don't but I do
think it's better to use metaphors and

figurative language. You can compare her
hair to a flame or something else. it
simply makes things more intereting 

No. 3Be illustrative 

 
You can do this with absolutely any hair

colour and so on. Brown eyes can be
compared to honey or chocolate or you can

just describe them as warm. Blue eyes can be
comared to the sky or the sea. And if you can't
come up with anything there's always google.
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No. 4
 

Spread it out 
 

Not every character needs to be described in
the first look or the minute they are introduced.
These can all be spread out. For example, you

can describe them through other characters' pov
when they're doing something. Like how their
brown hair looks in the sunlight or how their
eyes look against their outfit or their radiant

smile. 
 

Describing them all at once is probably gonna make your
reader forget the details. in which case you can remind them

of it. You don't have to throw it in their face but the little
details will help. And along with physical features you can
discuss tells or habbits. Like cracking knuckles or playing

with an accessory  
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Do's 

Eyes (if it's relevant) 
Tells

Body language 
Hair 

Skin tone 
Body shape
Dialogue 

Be illustrative
Diversity

 
Irrelevant details

Describe them all at once
Not include diverse

characters
Characters look in the
mirror and describe

themselves 
Don't forget character
voice when your POV
character describes

someone else

 

 

No. 5 
Dos and Don'ts

 
Don'ts



 

No. 6 Examples
 

How your characters can describe themselves (alternatives
to looking in the mirror and listing out details)

 
"I brushed a lock of brown hair out of my way"

 
"Her dark blue eyes pierced into my own. I

wished I had her eyes but she insisted brown
was warmer." 

"I drummed my fingers against my other hand, my
knee bobbing."

 
These are just a few examples there are so

many differnt ways to do it
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